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Summary:

Throughout history, philosophers
have differed in their interpretations
of human nature. Some believe that
human nature is determined by reason
or the soul and its relationship with
society. Others have linked human
nature to God, emphasizing concepts
such as good and evil and free will.
Still others have conceived of human
nature as material and mechanical,
based on conflict and self-interest. In
contemporary philosophical thought,
particularly in the work of John Dewey,
it is argued that several elements shape
human nature, foremost among them
the environment and customs. These
play an active role in human behavior
and character. This occurs through
the interaction of humans with their
natural and social environments.
Through this interaction, their nature
is determined, distinguishing between
what is innate and what is acquired.
Several fields are organically linked
to human nature, most notably ethics,

education, politics, and art .
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